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A couple of weeks ago, | had the privilege of défilng at a wedding with Rabbi Miller
in three languages: Hebrew, English, and Spantistd Inot matter that the sanctuary was not
finished, it was a joyous occasion. | also hadpttidlege to officiate at the wedding of my sister,
which was something completely different from otredsbinical duties that | have ever done.

Under thechupawe witness the love of a Jewish couple and thainrnitment to start a
Jewish home. This concept is revitalized each vier&abbalat Shabbatvhen we sing the last
verses of théecha dodi when we singToch Emunei am segula Bohi Kala Bohi Kala,”
“Crowning your people, faithful and true; come Satbbbride, Sabbath bride of rest,” the writer
of theLecha Dodiviewed the Shabbat as a wedding between IsraeGadd

It is said in our tradition that when a persobasn, God chooses somebody else to be
his or hetbashert Moreover, that person will look his or haaishertuntil they find each other
God chooses who will marry whom and we have toertwough the roads of our lives to find
thatbashert

Today, | want to speak about an important conttegitin some ways is related to the
bashertand Jewish weddings. This concept appears fasdbend time in our Torah; this week in
Parasha Ki TavoThat concept isSAm Segula,the chosen people.

| am aware of the ambivalence many Jews feel abeutoncept of chosenness
throughout history, this doctrine was understooddaye to mean that the Jews were given
special status by God. In difficult periods of Jelwhistory, chosenness provided a source of hope
and reassurance. However, to outsiders, the deatfichosenness was proof that Jews were
distant and arrogant, a description that made 3egs/.

In this Torah portion we learn "And the Lord h#firaed this day that you are, as He
promised you, His treasured, chosen people whiah shserve all His commandments, and that
He will set you, in fame and renown and glory, haddove all the nations, that He has made; and
that you shall be, as He promised, a holy peopthdd_ord your God" (Deut. 26:,1 18-19; also
see 7:6, 14:2).

In spite of the elevated status of being caledkadost{a holy People) andm segulah
(a treasured people), the concept of chosennedsiged anxiety among Jews because it was
often interpreted by non-Jews as indicative of awionceit and superiority. Such self-exaltation
often resulted in the charge: "You Jews think tlwat are better than anyone else.’ | will never
forget when | was asked that question; it was inhfinal of Pediatrics. With pride | said yes
we are different, but different means that becausevere chosen, we have a responsibility. This
responsibility is to be a light to the worldDf La Goim.”

Chosenness implies a uniqueness, a particulaoperdhe statement “I was chosen
today” is incomplete unless | specify what it isds chosen for. Similarly. Jewish chosenness is



a sentence fragment. It is grammatically and trgioddly incomplete.

What completes the chosenness of the Jews is#eet@mn that Jews were (and are)
chosen to embody the life and values of the Torahrabbinictradition. By living a life
centered omitzvothand by constantly growing as Jews, et@oseo be chosen. We allow the
brit to live by the way we conduct our lives. As withydave relationship, both partners have
the power to affirm or to rupture that relationsbfigtheir own free will.

The idea obrit places that enormous responsibility in our handdess than in those of
God. In the words of thilekhilta,the ancient rabbinic commentary to Exodus, theg#htand
you shall be Mine" means "you shall be turned todvid be occupied with the words of the
Torah." God doesn't love Jews better; God lovedifferently.

By immersing ourselves in the study and practfcEasah, we Jews renew our unique
relationship with God. By living lives centered God andmitzvoth,we justify the claim, not of
being God'only love, but on being God's first. By doing mitzvotlke veaffirm that we are
chosen. Right now members of our congregationrakeling south to help people in need
B’nei mtzvalchildren are require to do a Mitzvah Project igitlpreparation; in our Hebrew
school we have a Mitzvah hour class.

In building communities of holiness and love, vgsiat our non-Jewish neighbors in
cultivating their love relationship with God. Toget, with this shared understanding we can join
hands to build a world that is just, compassioreate, worthy of God.

The view of 20th-century philosopher Mordecai Kapls representative of how
uncomfortable modern Jews have become with theepiraf chosenness. He suggested that the
doctrine has no place in an age that decries ifiéggoéevery kind, and he argued that while
chosenness may have had its place in Jewishtlifggvertheless, has always been viewed with
suspicion.

The bitter lesson of history isthat Jewswould prefer not to be singled out for any
special treatment—or for any special punishment, for that matter—shse Judaism'’s critics and
enemies have utilized this doctrine as a modetHeir own racist ideologies.

This “just leave us alone” philosophy was artitedhinFiddler on the Rooby the
fictional Tevye, who said, “Master of the Univer¥au promised to make the seed of Abraham
as the sands of the seashore and as numeroussiarthef the heavens. Lord of all worlds, thank
you very much. But don’t you think it's time to abge someone else?”

One way that modern Jews have attempted to refudviension between universalism
and particularism has been to recognize that theiapstatus of chosenness is an earned title as
much as it is a given one. God made special denfandse right to be “a kingdom of priests and
a holy nation” (Exodus. 19:6).

We are, in the words of Rabbi Abraham Joshua li#smessengers who have forgotten
the message. We are a people with a purpose. Uptioeal as an entity in so many other areas,
the Jews are a rich and fertile source of spitityiand religion for all humanity and ourselves.

Throughout the millennia, our insights about thee@od, creator of heaven and earth,
source of morality and seeker of justice, havegimdined the lives and quiet moments of untold



millions. The sacred writings of our teacher Mogbs, stirring words of our prophets,
reverberate wherever a commitment to human betterraquality, and liberty remain.

The name of this Torah portionKs Tavg which means “when you will come.” We are
celebrating the Shabbat that prece@ekichotthe prayer service before Rosh Hashanah during
which we ask for forgiveness. Tomorrow during teevice ofselichotwe will change the covers
of the Toroth to white ones like a bridal gown.r8tey tomorrow we will ask for forgiveness
from others for the mistakes that we have madeeaed though we have not make any, we will
ask for forgiveness. Why? Because we are the Chusepie.

What better time than now to see into ourselvektarbe proud of being the Chosen
people!! What a wonderful time to help those inché&'hat better time to see more of what we
are doing, of what we are learning, the prograras\ire are a part of at the temple; the
committees that we serve! What better time to de&twe have rather than to see what we do not
have....

This time of the year invites us to come togeteindividuals, as parents as a
congregation to be proud that we are the Chosepl@e#dm segula,’to be proud that our
people made a covenant at Sinai that still livegd& each of us.

May God give us the capacity to remember that slacrement under th€hupaand at Sinai.
May God bless us with strength to forgive and tddogiven.
May God illuminate us to continue to be the ChadBeanple.

Ken Yehi Ratzomay this be God'’s will.

Shabbat shalom.



